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Health economics

Literature reviews seeking to identify published cost—utility analyses of relevance to the
issues under consideration were conducted for all questions. In each case, the search
undertaken for the clinical review was modified, retaining population and intervention
descriptors, but removing any study-design filter and adding a filter designed to identify
relevant health economic analyses. In assessing studies for inclusion, population,
intervention and comparator, criteria were always identical to those used in the parallel
clinical search; only cost—utility analyses were included. Economic evidence profiles,
including critical appraisal according to the Guidelines manual, were completed for included
studies.

Economic studies identified through a systematic search of the literature are appraised using
a methodology checklist designed for economic evaluations (NICE guidelines manual; 2014).
This checklist is not intended to judge the quality of a study per se, but to determine whether

an existing economic evaluation is useful to inform the decision-making of the committee for

a specific topic within the guideline.

There are 2 parts of the appraisal process. The first step is to assess applicability (that is, the
relevance of the study to the specific guideline topic and the NICE reference case);
evaluations are categorised according to the criteria in Table 7.

Table 7 Applicability criteria
Level Explanation
Directly applicable The study meets all applicability criteria, or fails to meet one or
more applicability criteria but this is unlikely to change the
conclusions about cost effectiveness

Partially applicable The study fails to meet one or more applicability criteria, and
this could change the conclusions about cost effectiveness

Not applicable The study fails to meet one or more applicability criteria, and
this is likely to change the conclusions about cost
effectiveness. These studies are excluded from further
consideration

In the second step, only those studies deemed directly or partially applicable are further
assessed for limitations (that is, methodological quality); see categorisation criteria in Table
8.
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Table 8 Methodological criteria

Level Explanation

Minor limitations Meets all quality criteria, or fails to meet one or more quality
criteria but this is unlikely to change the conclusions about cost
effectiveness

Potentially serious Fails to meet one or more quality criteria and this could change

limitations the conclusions about cost effectiveness

Very serious limitations Fails to meet one or more quality criteria and this is highly likely
to change the conclusions about cost effectiveness. Such
studies should usually be excluded from further consideration
Where relevant, a summary of the main findings from the systematic search, review and
appraisal of economic evidence is presented in an economic evidence profile alongside the
clinical evidence.

Protocol deviation

One published study by Shardlow et al (2017). compared different testing and monitoring
approaches. Even though it was a cost consequence (rather than cost-utility) analysis it was
included due to it being similar to the analysis done for the 2014 update, and was specifically
conducted to estimate the impact of implementing the 2014 NICE recommendations

40
Chronic kidney disease: evidence review for cystatin C based equations to estimate GFR FINAL (Augt



