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Drug Levels and Effects

Summary of Use during Lactation
Levamisole is no longer marketed for human use in the United States because can cause agranulocytosis, but it is 
used as an anthelmintic in other countries. No published information is available about its excretion into 
breastmilk. Some information indicates that maternal use may be acceptable during breastfeeding. However, 
because there is little published experience with levamisole during breastfeeding, an alternate drug may be 
preferred, especially while nursing a newborn or preterm infant. The World Health Organization recommends 
against breastfeeding with maternal levamisole therapy.

Disclaimer: Information presented in this database is not meant as a substitute for professional judgment. You should 
consult your healthcare provider for breastfeeding advice related to your particular situation. The U.S. government does 
not warrant or assume any liability or responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the information on this Site.

Attribution Statement: LactMed is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/substance/403396846


Drug Levels
Maternal Levels. Relevant published information was not found as of the revision date.

Infant Levels. Relevant published information was not found as of the revision date.

Effects in Breastfed Infants
A cohort of 33 infants who were breastfed (extent not stated) by hospitalized mothers taking nifurtimox was 
followed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Thirty mothers took a full course of 30 doses of oral 
nifurtimox 15 mg/kg daily and all received 14 doses of intravenous eflornithine 400 mg/kg daily for 7 days for 
human African trypanosomiasis. (sleeping sickness). Six nursing mothers also took levamisole. No serious 
adverse events were reported in any of the breastfed infants.[1,2]

Effects on Lactation and Breastmilk
Relevant published information was not found as of the revision date.
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Substance Identification

Substance Name
levamisole

CAS Registry Number
14769-73-4

Drug Class
Breast Feeding

Lactation
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