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Free online access to books and documents in life science and healthcare 

What is Bookshelf?  
• Bookshelf is a searchable collection of full-text online 

textbooks, reference books, technical reports, systematic 
reviews, guidelines, documents, and monographs in the life 
sciences, biomedicine, and healthcare. 

• Bookshelf is an archive to preserve content for continued 
public access and does not publish content itself. 

• There are over 10,500 titles available! 

Who should submit to 
Bookshelf?   
Authors consist of a wide range of 
professionals, including: 
• Medical faculty
• Biology departments
• Nursing schools
• Open Education Resources 

coordinators at libraries
• More traditional publishers of 

medical guidelines, reference 
books, and monographs

Bookshelf Benefits

Discoverable
Submitters to Bookshelf 
will have materials that 
are web-discoverable

Findable
Can be viewed 
throughout the world, 
allowing for the sharing of 
content and ideas

MARC Record for Item
Materials will have a 
MARC record, for ease of 
import into other catalogs

Worldwide 
Dissemination
We have over 20-25 
million visitors a month

Calling all authors! Bookshelf 
relies on people like you to 
deposit materials. Get started 
with the Submission Guide today!

Follow us on Twitter
@ncbibooks

Contact us at
info@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

Visit us at
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/
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Want more information? Questions? 
Email us at info@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

Pre-Application 
Content 
Requirements   

Content must be peer reviewed.

Content provider must be able to provide NLM with a PDF or Word 
document of the content or free, immediate, and direct access to it at a 
publisher or third-party site.

Evaluation and Setup Process  

What materials 
should be 
submitted to 
Bookshelf?

Open education resources  

Monographs 

Technical reports

NIH-funded books  

Medical guidelines 

Other open access content
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