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Table 49: Pairwise comparison from NMA. Macrolide antibiotics versus placebo 

Quality assessment No of patients Effect 

Quality 
Importanc
e 

No of 
studies 

Design Risk of 
bias 

Inconsis
tency 

Indirectn
ess 

Imprecis
ion 

Other 
consider
ations 

Macrolid
e 
antibioti
cs 

Placebo Relative 
(95% CI) 

Absolute 

Rate of exacerbations after short-term (1-10 month) treatment 

3 (Equi 
2002, 
Robinson 
2012, 
Wolter 
2002) 

Randomis
ed trials 

no 
serious 
risk of 
bias 

very 
serious1 

no 
serious 
indirectn
ess 

very 
serious2 

none 114 112 Rate 
Ratio 
0.75 
(0.38 to 
1.49) 

Not 
calculabl
e 

VERY 
LOW 

IMPORTA
NT 

Abbreviations: CI: confidence interval 
1 The quality of the evidence was downgraded by 2 due to very serious inconsistency between studies 
2 The quality of the evidence was downgraded by 2 due to very serious imprecision as 95%CI crossed 2 default MIDs 


