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Management of local disease – patients with rectal cancer 
 

Patient with 
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High risk (locally 
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Proceed immediately to

Interval before surgery to allow 

shrinkage and response
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MRI to assess local recurrence 

determined by anticipated resection 

margin, tumour and lymph node staging, 

unless contraindicated

See algorithm on “Post-operative care”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
 Do not routinely offer preoperative chemotherapy alone to patients with locally advanced rectal cancer unless as part of a 

clinical trial 
2
 Do not offer preoperative chemoradiotherapy solely to facilitate sphincter sparing surgery  


